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The Moderating Role of Students’ Gender in the Structural Relationship Between Family, Social,
Cognitive and Affective Factors affecting the Reading Comprehension of Second-Period
elementary students

Mohammad Ahmadi Deh Ghotbaddini*, Elham Mahmoodabadi ?
1. Associate Professor, Deparment of Psychology and Education, Anar Branch, Islamic Azad University, Anar.lran.
2. Mental Health Expert, Sirjan University of Medical Sciences, Iran

Background & Purpose: This study was conducted to investigate the moderating role of the gender of the second-
period elementary school students in the structural relationship between home literacy environment, parents' reading
attitude, early reading activities, student's reading attitude, reading self-concept, and reading comprehension.
Method: the descriptive-correlation research method was used with the variance-covariance matrix analysis design
and by using the questions of the 2011 PIRL test and a researcher-made comprehension test, the required
information was obtained from a sample of 436 people were collected from fifth and sixth-grade students of Sirjan
City who were selected by cluster sampling method.

Results: The results showed that the model of boys, and girls and the invariance model have a good fit with the
data. The results showed that the direct effect of reading self-concept on reading comprehension and student's
reading attitude, the direct effect of parents' reading attitude on early reading activities and home literacy
environment, and the direct effect of home literacy environment on early reading activities is stronger in boys than
in girls. The direct effect of parents' reading attitude on student's reading attitude and on reading self-concept and
the direct effect of early reading activities on reading self-concept is stronger in girls than in boys. But among the
other direct effects, there was no significant difference between boys and girls.

Conclusion: According to the results of the study, family, cognitive, and affective factors can have different effects
on each other among boy and girl students at the elementary of the second-period.
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